October 16, 1950

Dre David Rarker

Folytechnic Institute of Bweoklyn
9 Livingeton Stroet

Brooklyn 2, New York

Dear Dave!

. 1 do not remember vhether or not I answered your letter
of Scptember € when 1t arriveds At any rate, it will not do any
haym for me to answer it again.

Our protein program 1s mov slong very welle It is im
genaral considershly different from thet wlich you gketoh out in
leiter, in that we do not propose %o try to work eut s struoc~
from a set of diffraction data without suy o priori sssump-

» Jou know that our progrem of determindng the struotures of
acids and peptides and other simpler substances was for the
purpose of providing metrienl information that would permit us to
predict structures for proteins, which could them be subjectéd to
axperimental teata,

The first part of our attack 1s, however, similar to
yours - that of examining data for globular proteins to find the
dlatritution of glotules with high -tomic densifys This has ale
resdy been done here for lysozyme, and I hope thit the rosults
vill be published before long. They are held up at present bee
eause we have been so c:icited by our success in the prediction
of structures that we sre concentrating o1 .his uspect of the
protleme
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Iagreemthmtmtthawholepmmpmblmia such
an important ome that it 2s well worth vhile to hive z large mme~
ber of npeople working on 1t.

With best wishes to you, I an

Sincerely yours,



