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Dear Maurice,

I have meant to write you for som: weeks cut T heve Seen over-
whelmed with academic matters and I have haé isttle time to devote to
the various problems arising from the opjections or you and Francis
to the publication of my book. Aiso, i wanted wo sacy the manuscript
to more people to get their reactions, both to the general principle
of publishing this sort of book and to the correctness of its various
passages.

Now, I still believe strongly that publication now will do far
more good than harm. Certainly I don's think it shall affect adversely
the role science plays in our society. Everyone knows that scientists.
are human, and the DNA story shows no one up as unscrupulous or evil.
Moreover, I don't feel that it overemprasizes the role of personality .
in scientific discovery. The amount of competition, anxiety, etc., ,
shown by us in the''51-53 DNA work was ust out of order for work on an
important subject.

In addition, there is a terrible lac" 5° Kr aieo7 in young people's
minds of what doing science is i:ke, Alo. 2? Volo. .bary, exuel
awakingmay not occur among youns potent: 2.iemtieu. oF they have an
opportunity to read a book like wire bevuw.. “sty cree. . lab. ALL too
often they discover tht. tneir sup rvisor aro coo. someermed about
how to beat their ccr>: (vores than with «0 <2 ue. eo ten te the point
of hopeless paranc:. oo “une oshes hand, vu sid a ooch ksow all too

  well that a scient...2 . reer snow J not i: entered ish. if one is search-
ing for an unblemyu.e: world. The real reason for 4 Yow. erson to go
into science is pest. g be Li ance usely c.lous about natu. ohenomena,
not a desire to esses: fron. cne Lisitation. of the bout char. ster,

   

Now to go on to ‘“¢ details on the be cos BOUL, L Wis to get
all the facts which I report com est. Bu oven tore wipertanc 2. do not



I do not wish by omission of facts, easily sdded, to give a badly
one sided story. It was basicallyfor this reason that I have
tried to show the manuscript to everyone cc.icercned. Even so I
realize that naturally I emphasize my thouwznts and act those of
you and Francis. So in the next few weeks, I shall have another
go at revision, hoping for substantial improvement. In addition
I shall add an epilogue which puts Rosalind's fi-st <lass mind
into better perspective by pointing out how wel: she ai¢ wits
the TMV problem.

Then I'll send iv to vou, hoping thas ra will Jook at it ona
conceivably want to suggest further cnanves. ZT wisi ahoes For &
release and so you will be free to objec: as you way wiles, But x
think a nasty open batiie (in the press sr elsewhere ) wih do ali
of us much harm and it would be far better for you to suggest
changes which insure that your side of the story is presented.

Thus I hope very much that you shall consent to look at my
forthcoming revision.

With vest regards,

An

Jd. D. Watson

cc: T. d. Wilson - Harvard University Press
J. C. Kendrew

P.S. Prior to iearning °F your objectioris, I, at the suggestion of
Harvard University Prise, wed agreec to 1.1 Weldenfeld handle publi-

cation in angiand. They had hoped to publiso in England in late

March or April but I have written them that I am in the process of mak-

ing further revisions and now hope to send them something final around
the first of the year,


