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Dear Maurice,

I have meant to write you for som: week: -ut T have “~een over-
vhelmed with academic matters and I have haé 1Little time ©5 Gevote to
the various problems arising from the objections or vou and Francis
to the publication of my book. Aiso, i wanted o sacy the manuscript
to more people to get their reactions, both to the general principle
of publishing this sort of book and to the correctness of its various
passages.

Now, I still believe strongly that publication now will do far
more good than harm. Certainly I don'c think it shall affect adversely
the role science plays in our society. Everyone knows that scientists .
are human, and the DNA story shows no one up as unscrupulous or evil.
Moreover, I don't feel that it oversmprasizes the role of personality .
in scientific discovery. The amount of competition, anxiety, ete., ’
shown by us in the''51-53 DNA work was ..t out of ocrder for WOrk on an
important subject.

In addition, there is a terridle Lac. o° Ky wi=n 2e in young Peopié's

minds of what doing science is i:ke, A& -, -° Vi oL eely, cruel
awaking may not occur among youa: poternt: s detsi, . L% they have an
opportunity to read a book like aire bero... tady <oucs . iab. ALl too
often they discover th:i waeir .up rvisor . oo moncerned &bout
how to beat their ccr ¢ vwors vear wito . . . . ses <o the point
of hopeless paranc:. Cnolne ouhe » hand ) w sl o oh loow all too

well that a scient.... . .zévr s.0v.d not ©. eatered :aoe 57 one is searche
~ing for an unble:: .o worla.  The real re ison for 4 v, werson to go
into science is ovuoan . @ he L oinvo sely ¢ ious 8bout BETUIG. phenomena,
not a desire to es... iron uae ilioitatior of the L. v ckay. coter.

Now to go on to "¢ details .. the b . OF wokrse, L wnan to get
all the facts which I report cor ¢ct., Bu sven rcre Lnportene o 4o not



I do not wish by omission of facts, easily added, to give a badly
one sided story. It was basically for this reason that I have
tried to show the manuscript to éveryone cc.:cerned. ¥Even so I
realize that naturally I emphasize my thougits and not those of
you and Francis. So in the next few weeks, I shall have another
go at revision, hoping for substantial improvement. In addition
I shall add an epilogue which puts Resalind’s fi-s3t :lase mind
into better perspective by pointing cut how wel: she &:¢ with

the TMV problem.

Then I'll send v 4o wou, hoping thas i will look =2t it ond
conceivably want to suggest further cnanes. I visl ac abk Tor &
release and so you will be free to objec: as you &y w.i:, Bubt I

think a nasty open vatvie (in the press sr elsewnere* ﬂll¢ do ali
of us much harm and it would be far better for you to suggest
changes which insure that your side of the story is presented.

Thus I hope very much that you shall consent to look at my
forthcoming revision.

With vest regards,
A
J. D. Watson

cc: T. J. Wilson - Harvard University Press

J. C. Kendrew
P.S. Prior to iearning of your objections, I, at the suggestion of
Harvard University Pi<-s, .83 zgread to il weidenfeld handle publi-
cation in mngiand, They had hoped to publisa in England in late
March or April but I have written them that I am in the process of mak-
ing further revisions and now hope to send them something final around
the first of the year, =



