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Mr. Chairmen, ladies and gentlemen, the project we are
dedicating heére todey is to be in some respects a unigue
departure from existing methods in the treatment of criminels.
It is in advance on anything previously attempted in thet it
is to be & complete medical unit for the treatment of prisoners
who are sick. It has grown out of the modern conception that
crimes are largely due to distorted minds or abnormal person-~
alities of the person who ‘commit them and that the handling of
criminals is a jolnt problem for the courts &nd physiciens.

The program for treatment does not imply thet there is no
merlt in punishment as a deterrent to crime, but it is based on
the well grounded assumption that meny criminals szre abnormal
before they commit crimes and some are totally irresponsible. é
The problem of the latter is one of treatment in an atmosphesre
that has as little of the prison in it as possivle; an '
atmosphere where sympathetic interest and modern methods of %
handling mentel and other patients as patients who need treat- |
ment 1is fostered in the hope of cure and rehabilitation, and
with punishment fer in the background.

The hospital unit is well adepted to the purpose. It will
contain everything thet a modern hospitael needs for the treat-
ment of any condition, and, barring certain necessary restraining
features, 1t would serve the hospital needs of the general :
population in any community. There will bte & full time medical
stefl specially trained in mental and nervous diseases, but the
mind cannot e wholly normel in the presence of irritating
physical disease and to insure that such diseases are properly
studied, dlagnosed and treated, we will heve & consultent stafrf
of Springfield physicians.

e

(o '
The treatment of mental disesase igy,best difficult and in

the present state ol our knowledge many patients must go uncured
but much can be done. For some, life is mede more liveable;
by proper handling others are cured. The criminal insane present
8 special problem not essentiaslly different from the problem of
treating mental patients in general, but often divirging from it
in some respects because of. the environment thet is thrust upon
them and the chain of events that lead them into crime. One of
our objectives is to study the relation betweel'§ States and crime
with the Mf& thet we may be able to throw some light on the
subjeet that will be useful to the courts as well as to physicians.
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In the actual treatment of mental pstients the hospitel
will be preparéd,through.bﬁé personnel and equipment to use to
the fullest extent various methods of psychotherapy, occupational
therapy, electrotherapy, hydrotherapy, recreation, amusement
and the like. .

For our special purpose the location here is ideal.
The temperate climate and an abundence of sunshine insures that
in. 8ll seasons we will be &able to make use of outdoor recreation,
exercise and occupetions as methods of trestment. The farm will : :
be used to provide therapeutic work for certain patients and g
incidentally to decresase the operating expense of the institution. '

Civic Podies have already done much for this hospitel, and &
we confidently hope for thelr continued interest and the #
sympatnetic help of the citizens of Springfield when it is finally
opened for the receptlon of patients, so that it will grow up asg
integral part of the community and vecome an institution of whih
Springfield as well as the Department of Justice may be proud.



