Richmond Times-Dispateh

Report says ‘epidemic of fear’
stifling rural AIDS treatment

WASHINGTON (AP) — An “epl-
demic of feay and blxouy' Is pre-
venllog many rural Americans in-
fecied with the AIDS virus from get-
ting cave, (be National Commisgion
on AIDS sald yesterday.
mmission also said too few
wosness, children and members of
eminorities are included In experi-
mental-drug tosting and thal too
many pbysicians asd dentists stifl
won'l wreat people with AIDS.

“*We have lo do much beller to
educale everyhody to this durable
pew Lhreat in our environment,” said
Dr. June Osborn, chalrwoman of the
15-member cominiasion thal advises
Congress and the White House.

e're Jate Inresponding toa

massive problem, but geiting even

tater makes no sense ai all,” said Dr.

Osborn, dean of the University of

Michigan Sehool of }-"uhllc Healih.
8/22/90

The reporl said thal “in sural
Amevics, there ls an epidemic of
fear and blgo!rr) fanned by the ab-
sence of educailon and knowledge,”
concerning AJDS and the human Im-
munodeficlency virus, or HIV, which
canses the disease

Panel members, who earlier this
lv::r went to Georgia and Texas to

rn abont the impact of AIDS, sald
education abont the disease Is “virtu-
ally non-existeni and desperalely
needed In rura) communities.”

The report described the experi-
ences :I:‘lruﬁle who had been, {-
ed by thedr church, lust their jobs and
were evicted from (heir apariments
because of their Infectlon.

“lgnorance and misinformation
are serionsly hampering, it not erip-
pling efforts to treat” rural Ameri-
cans with AIDS, it said

Blacks and Hispanics account for

p.-A2

43 pescent of all AILS cases, bui the

up only 23 percent of elln.lelx
trial parilcipants, the report sald.
Children and women of child-bear-
ing age usually bave been excluded
from clinical trials, but the panel
sald that must change.

The report also sald the National
Institutes of Health had moved too
slowly to fnd drogs (o manage
portunistic Infections, which are
cause of death for most AIDS

patients.

Tuming to heallh-care &eraunnel.
the commission said it “heard re-
Euledly about a serious shortage of

ealisls willing 10 treat Beople with
A1V fnfection and AIDS.

The veport 1elated Ihe experlences
of one witness who said the only two
dentists in his communily who wauld
accept Medicald declined to see him
pecause he was infected with 10V

“0One denlisl's excuse was that his
cficewasc ed and be would not
be able to lize the room after the
yisit. The other denilst sald she had

jants and could not take the risk of
im infeciing ber plapts and her
lants then infecting her other pa-
lents,” the repori said.

Too many lgclans also are re-
fusing to see patients. And like
toany dentists, they appear to be un-
aware that lbe virus 1s spread
through blood and body fulds —
mestly through sex or needle sharing
by Intravenous drug users — not ca-
stal contact, the commission said.

The commisslon also recommend-
ed creation of “a comprehensive
community-based primary health
care system, auspm‘ted by adeguate
lll:luclng and relmbursement
ra El-.'




