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WASHINGTON — 1o what ir de!
scribed as “our final heartfelt publio -
plea,” the National Commission or, .
AIDS issued its last report yesterdayp *
calling upon the President, Congress .
and the country to face squarely the
“human disaster” created by the epi-
demic.

“As a nation, we can do vastly,
better in confronting this crisis than
we have 1o date,” the panel said. «.

Repeating its major recommenda;;
tions from previous reports, the com-
mission urged the President to de-
velop a national plan to confront the

" crisis, and said that Congress should
finance whatever research is neces-
sary to achieve preventive and thera-
peutic solutions, '

The commission, completing four
years of work mandated by Congress,
also recommended that the govern-
ment underwrite a “responsive’.
health care system for all HIV-infe¢.
ted people who need it. -

“We call on all Americans 10 work
single-mindedly to lessen the crugl’
discrimination that has added such
horror to the lives of those infected,”
the report said. “As a nation, we can
do vastly better in confronting this

“crisis than we have to date.”

Puguiver

When asked about the report,
Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Donna E. Shalala said :she
thought the panel’s criticism was.jus-
tified. : oo

] had breakfast with the AIDS
commission today, and they said, ‘We
hope you don't take this criticism
personally, and 1 said, ‘Keep criticiz-

* ipg,'" Shalala said.

sCriticism is justified’

“] think that until we have a vac-
cine and a firstclass education cam-
paign and a strategy 10 change the
risky behavior of people in relation-
.;)hip 1o AIDS, any criticism is justi-

ied.”

For 1994, the Clinton administra-
tion has budgeted 527 billion for
AIDS research, prevention and treat-
ment — a 28 percent increase from
the year before. Since 1981, about
290,000 cases have been diagnosed in
the United States and an estimated 60
percent of those afflicted have died.

The panel did not spare Sirong lan-
guage in expressing its longtime
frustration. - _

*This is a shor{, sometimes angry
report tinged with sadness and fore-
boding,” .Drs. June E. Osborn and
David E. Rogers, panel chairman and
vice chairman, said in a statement.

“Jt is short, because all of what we
say here has been said many times
before.

“t is somerimes angry because the
carefully considered, widely her-
alded recommendations contaiped
in our previous reports have been s0
consistently underfunded or ig-
nored. '

“It is sad because a potentially pre-
ventable disease continues to expand
relentlessly and cause loss of life in
young Americans On &n unprece-
dented and unacceptable scale.”

‘Dogged denial’

The panel’s recommendations
have included such suggestions as
sex education and making clean nee-
dies available to drug addicts.

The commission also said that “the
failure to respond adequately repre-
sents at best continued dogged de

_ nial, and at worst a dismaying hid-

den and unvoiced belief that this is

‘just’ a disease of gay men and intra--

venous drug users, both groups that
are perceived as disposable.”
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Ppanel member Mary Fisher. tbe
HIV-infected woman who mesmer-
ized delegates to the Republican Na-
tional Convention duripg the sum-
mer with a speech of pain and hope,
wept as she told a news conference
yesterday of taking her two small
sons to stand at the grave of their
father, who died last week of AIDS.

Fisher, who was infected by her
husband, said: “1 will not go passive
1y or quietly.” and urged the Clinton
administration to “lead. Stand up and
speak for those hundreds of thou-
sands whose voices have been-
stilled.”

Previously, the panel had attac)_:ed
the Bush administration for failing
10 address the AIDS crisis adequately,
and said in its final report that “new

hope surged with the election of
President Clinton.” _ _

Although the panel criticized Clin-
ton for being slow to get. bis AIDS
effort off the ground, it did praise his
appointment Friday of Kristine Geb-
bie as the government's AIDS coordi-
nator. “We're pleased that the Clin-
ton administration has finally

started its engine on AIDS," Rogers
said.




