
  

    

US agency” — 
is urged 
for AIDS 
Commission sees need 
to coordinate effort. 
  

By Richard A. Knox 
GLOBE STAFF 

The National AIDS Commission called on 
President Bush yesterday to create a federal super- 

coordinate government efforts to 
cope with the epidemic of acquired immune def 

“All across the country there is a cry for leader 
ship from the federal government and partuerahin 
, the different levels of government,” the 
ood ne ,Sipartism commission said in its sec 

Ond report to the president and to Congress. 
Dr. David E. Rogers, vice chairman of the com- 

mission and one of two Bush appointees, said the 
group had found “a critical lack of any top-level 
federal group ~ clearly accountable and capable of 

Swift, anthoritative action - to coordinate efforts” 
among the raultinle federal agencies that are affect- 
ed by AIDS. 

Drug abnsers infected with AIDS are 
selling plasma to commercial blood 7 
Centers, & new study has found. Page 4. 

A “lack of definition of government roles at ail . 
levele,” the commission said, is hampering the na- 
tion's ability to organize medical care for people 
with AIDS, to train those who ezre for them, to 
condnet effective eduestion on AIDS and to coardi- 
nate drug addiction treatment programs, _° 

| Yeport is an attempt to gec Bush to match the rhet- 
ane of his first speech on.the subject last month, 
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Bush's response to the commission's call for an 
3 interesting . 

way of knowing how seriously we have been taken.” 

said Dr. June E. Osborn, chairman of the AIDS 
Commission, which was created by Congress in- 
1988 and formally lannched last Angnst. 

Creation of a superagency “would have been 
| helpful several years ago,” Osborn said in a tele 

| Phone interview. “It's the kind of thing that you: 
would want to do if you saw a big emergency cam-: 
ing. But if you think the epidemic peakad last year: 
and that people like us are alarmist, you might not: 

The first taak such a superagency should take’ 
on, Osborn said, is formniate federal housing policy 

| for people with AIDS, especially those’ who’ are 

The panel noted that perhaps 10,000 homeless 
people in New York City have AIDS cr related iil- 
nesses. “They ive in places that are beyund belief 
in their horror," the report ssid, 9 «s- | 

Nowhere, it went on, is thete more evidence 
“that the care of human Efe must be 2 priority for 
Our government than in the streets of New York 
City,” the report said. . - 7 . 

The commission also reiterated a plea for 3 na- 

tonal plan to combat AIDS that was made initially 
in its first report, issued last Dec. 5, which declared 

| that the United States had “no national policy or 
plen and no national voice on AIDS.” - 

“A national plan, with cleariy delineated respan- 
sibilities and agreement on the roles of federal, 
State and local government and the private sector is 
essential and long overdue,” the new report stated. 

The panel also called for passage of a federal 
disaster relief hill, currently pending in Congress, 
that would direct $600 million to 13 cities and to 
states hardest-hit by AIDS. __ . 

The proposal; introduced by Sen. Edward M. _~ 
Kennedy and Sen. Orrin Hatch, Republican of 

Utah, this week won the endorsement of the Senate 
uinority leader, Bob Dole of Kansas. “I urge the 
president to reinforce his commitment by support- 
img emergency relief legislation that will soon be 

before the Senate,” Kennedy said in a statement. 
_ Other recommendations included: :


